Squire 2

Say No to Mathematics

Imagine if the President of the United States of America, along with Congress decided to finally listen to our high school students. All across this nation, students experience the woes of math requirements. From geometry to algebra, trigonometry to calculus, students everywhere dread the math classes that will surely drive their GPAs and self esteems down. One student who goes by the tag “theonechickagelle” on the oasisjournal.com website, an online journal service, writes, “I hate math. I have been hating it since 3rd grade. I simply do not understand it and do not see its relevance” (I Hate Math). Her sentiments are similar to many students nationwide. Math is a barrier between the student and his aspirations. So consider for a moment: what if, as a going away present, the current Congress and President were to decide that it is time to pass legislation outlawing mathematics from the lives of Americans, beginning with the education system and working toward every aspect touched by math? This Anti-Mathematics Bill could count as a Christmas/Jewish/Kwanzaa/Non-Holiday-Related Gift to every student across the United States. The education system would be directly affected, followed by the destruction of mathematics from any area.  The complaints of students would not be the only reason for such a drastic move, researchers nation-wide would see the benefits and determine that what the American population needs is a life with less stress and more simplicity, something that will invariably come with the denunciation of mathematics.

Mathematics is defined as: “the science of numbers and their operations, interrelations, combinations, generalizations, and abstractions and of space configurations and their structure, measurement, transformations, and generalizations” (Mathematics). Using this definition, the possible Anti-Mathematics Bill would outlaw anything and everything that falls under this umbrella. The proposed bill would have to include what the framework of the education system in the United States would look like and the bill would also discuss areas in our society that would be affected inadvertently and how we should handle them. Two of these areas could be: Architecture and National Monuments, and the Animal Kingdom dwelling within the borders of the United States. So take a deep breath and plunge with me into some of the depths of this possible government gift.

It is very clear that through the Anti-Mathematics Bill, all math classes will be outlawed from beginning to end. This includes elementary, middle school, high school, and the university level. From basic addition to complex analysis, mathematics will vanish from curriculum. As experts from the U.S. Department of Education work on how to do away with math, they have discovered that outlawing mathematics makes it necessary for more modifications to be made to the education system as a whole, not just in the math class setting. The education system is built upon a grading system in which teachers assign students grades to reflect their performance on tests, homework assignments, and other categories as determined by each individual teacher. Unfortunately, all teachers must use some sort of grading scale that is rooted in a number system. So, with the Anti-Mathematics bill, teachers no longer are able to grade their students with a percentage that equals a letter grade. In fact, the letter grade received by each student cannot be any sort of measurement of that particular student’s performance.  Measurement, as defined by the above mentioned definition, is a form of math. Consequently, grades will be done away with completely as they will be illegal according to the new legislation.


As further investigation is conducted on the education system, many subjects not inherently connected to mathematics will be taken out of the curriculum or modified. Science is one of the subjects that will have to be modified. With the chemistry branch, measurements are often made on substances as chemicals are mixed in beakers. This is a clear violation of the Anti-Mathematics Law. Physics is another branch of science that is filled with formulas based in mathematical properties. Physics will be done away with. Biology studies patterns and relationships that come from life around us, also a violation of the Anti-Mathematics Law. Consequently, Science will become a subject where students can explore their feelings about sunsets, animals, and plants without applying any sort of relationship between themselves and the world around them. 

Art is a subject that will be completely done away with. As stated in a paper from professors at the University of Colorado, “Mathematics can indeed be defined as the general science of pattern and structure. Because art also involves patterns and structures, art and math relate to each other in many natural ways (Craft and Farsi).” By this statement alone it is clear that there is a distinct connection between the visual arts and mathematics. Geometry is clearly a part of an artistic eye as the artist attempts to create something pleasing by following the law of thirds or something disproportionate or lacking perspective to make the viewer wonder the artist’s motives. No matter what the artist strives to achieve, he is using mathematics in some form to his advantage and to make a point. For example, look at the Pieta by Michelangelo. There is a clear knowledge of proportions used in that statue. Michelangelo must have made the Madonna larger than the Christ for a reason. So with the disproportions, the beauty is retained and a message is conveyed.

Along with the subjects already removed from the curriculum, Music Programs nation-wide would cease. Music is directly tied to mathematics and is simply a glorified form of math. Thus rented violins, tubas, and cellos will be returned to the local instrument shop and dissonances will never be resolved. Where is the proof of this claim? Gottfried Leibniz, a world-famous mathematician, declared, “Music is the pleasure the human mind experiences from counting without being aware that it is counting (Sautoy).” Music in its very essence is counting. It is numbers. It is relationships. It is making sound using math. And thus under our new legislation, the nation will say goodbye to music.

After looking at all the elements of the education system and determining how the curriculum will have to change, the experts on the Anti-Mathematics Project will have to look at other aspects in which the nation will have to change as we turn our backs on mathematics. One of the key areas is in architecture, especially with the national monuments. One of the well known monuments of this great land is Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Anyone who has visited this site can attest to the magnificence of the monument dedicated to some of the great leaders of this nation. However, under the Anti-Mathematics Law, Mount Rushmore will be bulldozed as it is a clear representation of mathematics applied. With the use of proportions and similarities, men’s faces were enlarged and carved into the side of a mountain. Any Geometry teacher would gladly use this as an example of applied math. And thus, the nation may want to pay its respects to a monument that future generations may never know. Other soon-to-be demolished sites will include the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco Bay, the White House on Pennsylvania Avenue, and The Arch in St. Louis, Missouri. These are just a few of the sites that are an outright display of mathematics. All structures, including houses across this nation, will be demolished, as an open declaration of our abhorrence of mathematics. The government should advise the citizens to burn all camping tents as they are clear mathematical structures and to not even consider living in a cardboard box because all boxes will be broken down along with all geometric figures.

And, finally, another area the legislation will touch upon is that of the animal kingdom within the borders of the United States. Elvis, the Welsch Corgi, who is owned by Tim Pennings, the associate professor of mathematics at Hope College in Michigan will no longer be able to play catch with his owner, who will also unfortunately be out of a job. In 2001, Pennings noticed that Elvis consistently took the quickest route to reach the ball when they would play catch. After conducting some experiments, Pennings discovered that Elvis was doing calculus to reach the ball. If this new legislation passes, Pennings will have to find the ball for Elvis as his Welsch Corgi will no longer be able to find the ball, let alone the quickest route to it. Another affected species: the lobster. Lobsters will be sold in mass quantities and forced to live in aquariums or become extinct as they do mathematical calculations in order to return home in their natural habitats. Using the earth’s magnetic field, lobsters are able to figure out how far they have traveled along the sea floor as well as in what direction they need to go to get home. With mathematics outlawed, the lobsters will need to be reigned in and eaten for their noncompliance to this new legislation. And a final example, with more that will be outlined in the legislation, is that of the honeybee. Be sure to enjoy your last taste of sweet honey before the government has be put a stop to the geometric fiends responsible for making the delectable goo. With hexagonal homes and patterned dances to survive, honeybees have proven to be among the worst perpetrators in nature (Devlin).

Despite the evidence as to why outlawing math would be the best piece of legislation to touch the United States Congress, lobbyists associated with the State Boards of Education would seek to stop this Bill. Their reasoning could only be self-serving. Of course the lobbyists fighting against the Anti-Mathematics Bill would want to retain the education system as it stands today. Without it, these lobbyists would be jobless because there would essentially be no education system but a national babysitting business. Another driving force behind the opposition is their desire for luxury. They want homes that will stand erect for longer than six months. Clearly this is selfish, as they care little about the frustrations of high school student nationwide. The lobbyists also want to have pets that will play catch and bring them newspapers, proving their laziness. And finally, the lobbyists are arrogant in thinking that they want to retain the prestige of owning art and listening to music. Those who would oppose the Anti-Mathematics Bill clearly want their own comforts met first, caring little about helping the whole country live a life more simple and peaceful.

This “imagine if” moment shows how the world might look if our government were to pass an Anti-Mathematics Bill. I daresay, few would protest the abolition of mathematics as it would make America’s future a little bit brighter. The youth would be allowed to focus on something more than passing their math classes and making the grade. Teachers everywhere would rejoice with nothing to grade. And adults would be delighted to not have a mortgage on the homes they do not have. Every citizen of the United States of America would count their blessings that they live in the land of the free: the land free from mathematics.
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