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Title: Plotting Points in a Cartesian plane
Topics: Plotting points and finding coordinates
Connection to Core Curriculum: Objective 3 in Pre-Algebra
Overview: Teach students about the Cartesian plane, and ordered pairs. Ensure that they know how to write them, and how to find them.
Objectives: Students should know about the positive and negative parts of the x-axis and y-axis, and be able to identify points on a line using ordered pairs.
Technology: www.mathplayground.com, an interactive math website.
Role of Technology: Use after the basic lesson in order to help the students identify points.
Plan:   First we will draw a point on the board, and ask the student how they would describe this point. (i.e. Like where on the board, how big, etc…)
	Next we would recall the use of the number line.  And draw the number line through the point at say 5, and say now how would we describe this point.  After they answer, we would say it’s on 5.  We would now draw a point above the number line and say how can we describe this point?
	Now introduce that we now have a number line that goes vertically (y-axis). Now say how we can characterize the point by saying Right 5 and up 4.
Then we would connect this to the ordered pairs. We have (   ,   ) with the first blank being for the x value, and the second blank being for the y value. 
Next we observe that two parts of the graph aren’t labeled, and then we would label them, and introduce the negative parts of the graph. For example, we have a point that is left 2, and up 5 which would be written as (-2, 5). Or we could have a point that is left 3, down 2 which would be written as (-3, -2). 
We would then take the opportunity to have the students identify some coordinates by drawing a new coordinate system, labeled with a point in each quadrant, and ask the students to identify them. 
After that we would talk about each point, and why it is what it is.
We would then have the students go to the website to practice, by finding the aliens on a coordinate plane.


